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[Bible Theater John - Woman Caught in Sin]
https://youtu.be/LrsahJ_7sF8

This video illustrates the account of the woman caught in adultery that is fund in John chapter 8.

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 8.

According to the church calendar we are in the season of Lent. 

This is a time to reflect on who Christ is and what He did for us on the cross. It is a time to ready our hearts to celebrate Easter—the resurrection of our Lord and Savior!

To help us prepare for Easter we have been asking some essential questions.

We began by asking the most fundamental question of all—who is Jesus. But even more importantly; who do you say that He is.

Last week Pastor Peter answered the question; what matters most. First and foremost is the loving relationship we have with the Father through His son Jesus Christ.

That loving relationship is then expressed and lived out in the way we love those around us.
This morning we ask the question: Am I accepted? Is this love for me?

If Jesus is the way to the Father, will Jesus accept me? Will He accept me knowing everything I have done?

Can God love and accept even me!?

Through the cross of Christ God offers unconditional love to all people. God’s affirming and forgiving love is what theologians call “grace”.

Grace is God’s best gift to humanity, and yes this includes you and me. 

Grace means that in spite of all our flaws, failures, and sins, God dearly loves us and offers us forgiveness. 

However, it doesn’t mean that he winks at or simply ignores our sins.

Every human being fails to live up to God’s standards. But, in spite of that, God continues to offer us grace upon grace. 

Rather than condemn you, Jesus loves you and accepts you. 

Here in John chapter 8 we find this story a woman who is caught in the very act of adultery. 

We see in this story that Jesus lived a life of Grace.
The religious authorities bring this woman (but not the man) to Jesus, demanding that she be stoned to death, in accord with Jewish law (vv. 3– 6). 

They have already condemned her in their own hearts and are now using her as a pawn to try to trap Jesus.

If Jesus says that she should be stoned to death, the penalty for adultery, then Jesus would have been seen as unmerciful before the people and guilty of violating Roman law because according to Roman law only the Roman government could issue a death sentence.

So this would have giving the Jewish leaders more leverage in bring charges against Jesus.

On the other hand if Jesus said set her free He would be guilty of violating the Old Testament Law given by Moses.

So at first He remains silent. Then Jesus says to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her” (v. 7). 

I can just picture the rocks in their hands—ready to cast judgment, full of self-righteousness, and in those few words—Jesus brings them to self-awareness, into their own shame and guilt. 

One by one they slip away from the scene, leaving their stones behind (v. 9). 

She had reached a place in her life where it was just her and Jesus. It always comes down to that! 

Eventually, somewhere, someday you are going to have to face Jesus. Eventually, somewhere, someday you are going to have to bow to Jesus!

Jesus asks, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” (v. 10). 

She replies, “No one, sir.” And Jesus says, “Neither do I condemn you” (v. 11). 

Throughout the Gospels we find stories of Jesus spending time with and offering grace to flawed people, including adulterers, prostitutes, tax collectors, and sinners of every kind. 

The Pharisees, a group of self-righteous and judgmental religious leaders, would complain about who much time Jesus spent with sinners.

In Matthew 9:10-13 we read: And as he [Jesus] sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
At his core, Jesus was a man of mercy, grace, compassion, and unconditional love. 

He consistently loved, accepted, and welcomed imperfect sinful people into God’s family. 

It’s not that Jesus approved of sinful behavior: not at all. 

Here in John 8:11, when Jesus offered forgiveness and grace to the woman caught in adultery, he told her, “Go now and leave your life of sin”. 

Jesus does not condone your sin. He does not lay aside the Ten Commandments. 

But Jesus loves you, a sinner, and accepts you, and welcomes you as you are.

In spite of your sin, Jesus refuses to judge and condemn you. 

Instead, Jesus sees you as a lost sheep loved by God, created in the image of God, with great value and worth. 

Obviously Jesus hopes you will change for the better. He wants you to grow in Christlikeness, in morality and purity. 

But even with your flaws, Jesus warmly welcomed you and offered you forgiveness, love, and acceptance. 

Jesus didn’t condemn the woman accused of adultery, but neither did he ignore or condone her sin. 
He told her to leave her life of sin. 

Through grace Jesus stands ready to forgive any sin in your life, but your confession and repentance means a change of heart. 

With God’s help we can confess, repent, and accept Christ’s forgiveness and with his grace we can live free from sin.

In short, Jesus offered her, as he offers you—grace. 

Not only did Jesus live out God’s grace; he also told wonderful stories about God’s grace. 

Perhaps the most famous example is Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15. 

In that story an arrogant son demands his inheritance from his father. He then takes the money, leaves home, and squanders his inheritance on sinful living. 

After going broke, the boy returns home, tail between his legs, but with a changed heart. 

In spite of everything the son had done, the father welcomes him back home with unconditional love, forgiveness, and even celebration. 

In this parable Jesus teaches us that God is like a loving parent who grants a pardon to his or her sinful children. 

In short, Jesus teaches us that God is a God of grace. 
Jesus lived out grace. Jesus teaches us grace. 

Even Jesus’ death was grace filled. 

When the authorities and crowd condemned, mocked, and crucified him, Jesus offered them grace, saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23: 34). 

On the cross, even though he was suffering in agony, Jesus took time to hear the confession of the dying thief hanging next to him. 

Jesus offered him grace, saying, “Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23: 43). 

Grace— more than any other trait— defined Jesus’ life, his teachings, and even his death.

God’s grace means that we can’t do anything that will make God love us more. Nor can we do anything that will make God love us any less.

Someone has suggested that if Jesus had a theme song, it would be “Amazing Grace.” 

You may know, this famous hymn was written back in 1779 by a former slave trader named John Newton. 

In spite of his horrendous sins in the slave trade, Newton experienced the forgiving and transforming grace of God. 
And because Newton had experienced and received this grace he could say, “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound / that saved a wretch like me! / I once was lost, but now am found, / was blind, but now I see.” 

Because of Jesus’ amazing grace, sinners like the woman caught in adultery, the prodigal son, a thief on a cross, John Newton, and even sinners like you and me, we all can know and experience God’s love, forgiveness, and acceptance. 

As the Gospel of John says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (3: 16– 17). 

However, this does not mean that we can accept God’s grace and then live any way we please. 

That would be, in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words, “cheap grace.” 

Yes, God loves us as we are. However, God wants us to become more than we are. We are to grow in Christlikeness!

Once we accept God’s grace, God expects us to live differently. 

As beloved children of God, we are called to live like God’s children— full of integrity, love, morality, and spiritual maturity. 

We must move from “justifying grace” (grace that makes us right with God) to “sanctifying grace” (grace that leads to spiritual maturity). 

Many years ago, a group of theologians gathered in England for a conference on comparative religions. 

They grappled with the question “Is there one belief completely unique to the Christian faith?” 

As they debated that question, world-famous theologian and author C. S. Lewis walked into the room. “What’s going on?” he asked. 

Someone told him that his colleagues were discussing the question “Is there one belief unique to Christianity?” 

C. S. Lewis responded, “Oh, that’s easy: it’s grace.” 

By the end of the conference, the theologians agreed with Lewis. 

God’s unconditional grace, offered to sinful, fallen human beings with no strings attached, is indeed unique in the world’s religions. 

Buddhists follow an eightfold path to righteousness. 

Hindus believe in the doctrine of karma. 

Jews, in order to receive God’s blessings, must obey God’s covenant. 
Islam has a strict code of law that all Muslims must follow. 

In one way or another, every religion of the world requires people to earn God’s approval—every religion except Christianity. 

The one belief that is completely unique to the Christian faith is grace: God’s unconditional love and acceptance of us just as we are.

Pure Christianity is all about the “Amazing Grace” of God. That grace, more than anything else, draws people to Christianity. 

It is God’s grace (God’s unconditional love, accepting you where you are, sinful and loving you enough to send His Son to die for you on the cross, conquer the grave to rise again and give you the hope of a new and eternal life), it is this grace that draws you in a journey toward faith in Jesus Christ.

I mentioned John Newton was once a wild and sinful man, a slave trader who ran slaves from Africa to England. 

But God saved him. 

He was converted in the midst of a storm in the Atlantic when he thought he was doomed. Never the same man, totally changed from his wild and sinful past. 

He became a great preacher, and a great hymn writer in England. 

Perhaps the best-known of John Newton’s hymns is probably the most popular hymn of all:

[bookmark: _GoBack][Sing]
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

Those are probably the sentiments that this woman kept in her heart throughout the rest of her life. 

So, if you have found forgiveness from the Lord, remember you have been forgiven that you, too, might “Go, and sin no more!”
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